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Genetic criticism, developed in the late sixties of the last century
in Paris, and now mostly popular in Europe, aims to reveal the
writing process of a document
How useful is this concept for documentary editors?

Minute of an Act of a public notary in Amsterdam from Februaryl616 containing statements in a quarrel between
members of the Eglantine, the most important rhetorical society in Amsterdam. The members were continuously
arguing on the governmental politics of Amsterdam and on the future of the society. Some of them sent a request with
evidence on behalf of all the members to the court of Amsterdam to remove one of the members from the society for
misbehavior. The accused defended himself by sampling statements of other members as evidence of the contrary.

It 1s certainly
useful, as this

example shows

Two of the most influential members at that moment:
Gerbrand Adriaensz. Bredero (left) and Peter Cornelisz.
Hooft (right)

Emblem of the society, founded in
1528, with the motto Blooming in
Love.

The soctety was especially

influential in the cultural live of

Amsterdam as well in politics.

4 )
The different colors show the stages of the

Writing process
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The notary who did all of the writing, changed the sequence of the statements. Most of the members who made a

What does genetic statement about the request to remove one of the members had not read it. The notary recetved a copy of the
critisme learns us in request only after the statements were already made. He add between the lines a reference to the copy of the request
this case? that was attached to the act (in purple). He changed some of the statements between the lines (in purple) and add

some text in the margin (in green)to make the request and the statements consistent.

It certainly does have a
price: this kind of edition

while it 1s extremely time

consuming and there are
another 1,999,999 to go,

only in Amsterdam

Fortunately they are calendared, however not yet

digitized

/ Conclusions:
Genetic criticism 1s a strong instrument to analyze the writing process of a single
document.

An edition using genetic criticism is very time consuming. Therefore it will be impossible
to edit in that way serial historical sources, such as the millions of notary acts. Scholars
may edit some of them after a strong selection. The process of selection requires
\ however, the opening up of series of documents, e.g. by calendaring. /
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