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Choosing a Platform/Tool
First, think about the types of source materials you are 
working with and want to include:
● documents (also type - letters, diaries, financial, legal, 

etc.)
● maps
● images
● audio
● downloadable files
● video



Choosing a Platform/Tool
What kinds of metadata do you want to capture?

● author/recipient
● date
● title
● keywords
● topic

➔ allows editor to add terms that might not appear in source 
materials

data that describes other data

Some examples:

● Sanger Papers Digital Edition (XML)
● Founder’s Online (XML)
● Papers of the War Department (Omeka)
● GW Financial Papers (Drupal)

http://www.nyu.edu/projects/sanger/webedition/app/documents/search.php
http://founders.archives.gov/
http://wardepartmentpapers.org/advsearch.php
http://financial.gwpapers.org/?q=search


Choosing a Platform/Tool
Next, consider what you want to 
do with the content (i.e. display 
and functionality):
● Search/browse/query
● Display

○ transcription
■ capture formatting?

○ transcription + image
○ collection / exhibit

● Context (data visualizations, 
annotations, index, ...

… taxonomies, essays, 
introductions, glossary, etc.)

Design; things to consider:
● Default view of content
● Alternative content views
● Navigation
● Page layouts
● Site organization
● Aesthetic



Choosing a Platform/Tool
What other types of content do you want to include?
● Document catalog
● Editorial apparatus
● Project information
● Resources



Choosing a Platform/Tool
Additional questions:
● Will you use platform for both preparation and 

publication?
● Do you want to manage workflow in platform? To what 

extent?
● Will you need to export content from the platform for print 

publication and/or integration into other sites/platforms?
● Will you need to import existing/legacy content?  If so, 

what format is it in?



Choosing a Platform/Tool
A few other details…
● Do you have a host?
● Access to technical support?
● Cost - just because it’s free doesn’t mean you won’t need 

to spend money (server space, programming, design).
● Does the platform have an active user community?
● How much customization will need to be done?



What are the options?
● XML
● Omeka
● Drupal
... descriptions/instructions, dollhouses, and 
legos.
Others include FileMaker/DocTracker, 
WordPress, Islandora, Scalar, FromThePage



XML
● Extensible Markup Language
● independent of any one hardware or 

software system
● designed to describe data
● some platforms we’ll discuss do accept XML
● can convert XML to HTML and PDF for web 

publication



XML
● there are advantages and disadvantages of using XML - 

a few to keep in mind while discussing tools and 
platforms:
○ XML has to be transformed or converted in order to 

publish
○ best for certain types of materials
○ the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) developed 

guidelines for encoding texts in the humanities and 
social sciences - lots of users



Example - 
XML Source File



XML Example -
Published



Omeka
● CMS built on the MySQL-PHP technology 

stack
● free, open source web-publishing platform
● good for displaying library, museum, 

archives, and scholarly collections and 
exhibits

● features

https://omeka.org/files/docs/Featurelist.pdf


Omeka
Strengths
● Uses Dublin Core standards for metadata
● Can export metadata records as XML
● Easy menu-based metadata creation
● Plugins can allow mapping, timelines, and customizations
● Growing community of users, finding a programmer to customize it is not 

that hard
● Easy to build exhibits
● Images and transcriptions
● Expandable through designing your own plugins



Omeka
Weaknesses
● You'll have to do some customization to make it look like an edition.
● Look for platforms other than Omeka if your materials are too specific or 

complex and you need to create specific data models, views into the data, 
and services to connect your work. 



Examples - Omeka
Jane Addams Digital Edition 
(https://digital.janeaddams.ramapo.edu)

Civil War Governors of Kentucky Digital 
Documentary Edition 
(http://discovery.civilwargovernors.org)

https://digital.janeaddams.ramapo.edu
http://discovery.civilwargovernors.org


Drupal
● free, open-source CMS written in PHP
● active user community
● platform for organizing, visualizing, and 

analyzing data
● the most basic Drupal site consists of the 

core (software) + database



Drupal - How it works
● the core consists of infrastructure (menus, user account 

management, file uploading capabilities, Drupal admin 
interface) plus a number of modules that provide 
specific site functionality

● the site’s database stores site configuration info as well 
as your site’s content

● there are over 4,000 modules available for download, 
from those that display content in a variety of ways to 
those that solve specific problems

● themes are used to design site



Drupal - A few components
Content Types
● templates for storing different kinds of data

○ WP limits you to posts and pages
○ in Drupal, you can create any number of content types which can have 

any number of fields for storing different kinds of content
Taxonomies
● associates categories, tags, or similar data with your content and users

Views
● by default, there are two options for displaying content: viewing a full node 

or a shortened teaser version - for more options, use views
● views allow you to query your database in complex ways and display the 

results



Examples - Drupal
The Papers of Martin Van Buren
(http://vanburenpapers.org)

George Washington Financial Papers Project
(http://financial.gwpapers.org)

http://vanburenpapers.org
http://financial.gwpapers.org


Supported by:

Association for Documentary Editing

&

National Historical Publications & 

Records Commission

https://www.documentaryediting.org/wordpress/?page_id=5382
https://www.archives.gov/nhprc
https://www.archives.gov/nhprc

